
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER  18, 2024 

5:30 P.M. 
SPARKS LIBRARY 1125 12TH St, Sparks, NV 89433 

Library Trustees 
Ann Silver, Chair 

 Tami Ruf, Vice-Chair 
 Gianna Jacks, Trustee 
Leah Moser, Trustee 

    Maria Rodriguez, Trustee 

0) Salute to the Flag

1) Roll Call [Non-Action Item]

Board Members Present: Leah Moser, Board Trustee
 Gianna Jacks, Board Trustee 
 Maria Rodriguez, Trustee 

Board Members Absent: Ann Silver, Chair 
 Tami Ruf, Vice-Chair 

County Staff Present:  Jeff Scott, Library Director 
  Herb Kaplan, Assistant District Attorney 

   In the absence of the chair, Trustee Moser ran the meeting. 

2) Public Comment –Two-minute Time Limit Per Person [ Non-Action Item] The Board may not
discuss or take action on any matter raised under this public comment section until it has been
specifically included on an agenda.

1. Alanna Fitzgerald: Spoke on her support for libraries and librarians

2. Cate Salim: Thanked libraries and Librarians, particularly for their assistance with the Davis
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Fire. 
 

3. William Puchert: He spoke on his support for libraries and librarians and commented on his 
disappointment with the events at the August meeting and with those who disrupted a 
children's Storytime.  

 
4. Connie Douglas: Spoke in favor of libraries and librarians and suggested a mural for 

the exterior of the Sparks Library. 
 

5. Naseem Jamnia: I welcome Trustee Rodriguez to the board and am happy to see a person of 
color on the board. However, I feel the board does not support library staff. I would like to 
see the board fulfill the bylaws and support library staff and administration. Library staff 
perform a great deal of good in the community.  

 
6. Janet Butcher: I welcome the new board member, Maire Rodriguez. I am glad that trustee 

Rodriguez brings Spanish to the board, but we must not forget that others need outreach to 
the county. Full comments attached in the packet.  

 
 

3) Board Comment [Non-Action-Item] -Limited to Announcements, Strategic Plan Activity, Updates 
or issues Proposed for Future Agendas and/or Workshops. 
 
Trustee Moser welcomed Trustee Maria Rodriguez to the board. Would like to at some point 
agendize possibility of art for the different libraires as per the recommendation made.  
 
Trustee Jacks acknowledged everybody who went through the Davis Fire and the impacted 
people. She was stuck Saturday with her children in the car on East Lake trying to vacate 
through Washoe Valley. It was a terrifying experience. Welcomed Maria Rodriguez. Is still 
worried about the bylaws and the working on how trustees attend. Would like to request the 
Chair and Vice Chair to address some to the bylaws by next meeting. Supporting Wolf Pack. 
 
Trustee Maria Rodriguez thanked everyone for the warm welcomes from board members and 
public comment. She is bilingual but does not necessarily wasn’t to cater to a select group of the 
community but does feel that with 25% of Washoe County being Hispanic and Latino that it is 
good to have somebody on the board who understands that culture. Thanked the first 
responders and other members of the community for tending to the Davis Fire.  

 
           

4) Approval of Meeting Minutes 
a) Approval of Minutes from the Library Board Meeting of August 21, 2024 [For Possible 

Action] 
 

Trustee Rodriguez made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Trustee Jacks second              
the motion. Chair Moser opened the public comment.  
 
1. Cate Salim: Questioned the minutes where it stated holding of the minutes remotely in the 

bylaws which is specifically addressed in NRS 241.023 hopes the board members will read the 
bylaw and understand it.  
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2. William Putcher: The minutes are fine but wanted to reiterate the behavior of the audience 

as librarians were asking for their sanctions of the disruptive activity. Knows that it can’t be 
reflected in the minutes but it did occur and it is just another indication of how this board 
need to support its staff. 

 
3. Janet Butcher: Stated that there was no mention of whomever jumped up and chased after a 

mature woman in the audience. Stated the librarian cried due to being caught in a lie.  
 

             All board members voted, and motion passed.  
 
   

5) Old Business [Non-Action Item]  
None 

 
 

6) New Business  
a) None 

 
7) Reports 

a) Library Director Update by Director Jeff Scott [Non-Action Item]  
 
Spoke on the response to the Davis Fire. South Valleys Library was a command center 
evacuation zone for both Saturday and Sunday. The south Valleys library was prepared for 
that through the Emergency Operations Center and Emergency Management through 
Washoe County to stand that up with equipment for the EOC. South Valleys has one gigabit 
internet along with great space to host. Governor Lombardo was present as well. Received an 
award from the Emergency Management a small statue of appreciation. Gave a shout out to 
branch manager Julie Ullman as she managed the actions. Marched the Nevada Pride parade 
right before the Davis fire with attendance of 10,000 attendees. 500 attended the booth. Band 
book week freedom to read week with displays Sparks Library has a creative display that is 
set up it is interactive there is invisible ink. Working on a few grants like United Way Northern 
Nevada through the federal government. Grant would be a possibility to obtain a 1.5 million 
grant to upgrade technology. New Fall Explorers have arrived as well.  
 
Trustee Moser: For the equity grant who is the grant writer for the library. Director Scott 
responded that he is the grant writer.  

 
b) Sparks Library Presentation by Library Branch Manager Corinne Dickman [Non-Action Item]  

 
Branch Manager for Sparks library Corinne Dickman presented a power point to the board on 
the impact on the community as it relates to school support. Fiscal year 2023 and 2024 Sparks 
staff presented 31 youth outreaches interacting directly with 227 users. Sparks offers four 
story times per week with baby story time, toddler story time, Family story time, and bilingual 
story time. 2023 and 2024 374 story time programs were offered at Sparks library. This branch 
also staffs the senior center branch library 20 hours per week and oversee the homebound 
delivery services. Welcoming spaces offers comfortable seating and computers but also a 
community garden at the back of the library. Karma box and dorm fridge as well.  
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8) Staff Announcements [Non-Action Item] 
No discussion or action may be taken upon any matter raised under this comment section until 
the matter has been specifically included on an agenda.  
 
Director Scott stated Chair Silver regrated not being present due to a family emergency. As well 
as Vice-Chair Ruf.  

 
9) Adjournment at 6:11pm 
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